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who has been operating Planter’s Hardware & 
Building Inc. for over a century. 

A member of the Runyan family has been 
operating Planter’s Hardware & Building Inc, 
on the square in downtown Ashland, Alabama 
since approximately 1916. The business got 
its name from its original clientele, and origi-
nally catered to the needs of local farmers. 
Planter’s Hardware has altered its inventory to 
reflect changing times in favor of supplies for 
timber, poultry. and cabinet making. Planter’s 
Hardware offers customers cost-effective solu-
tions and personalized service 6 days a week. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in recognizing 
the hard work of the Runyan family for their 
work in operating Planter’s Hardware for over 
a century. 
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HONORING APRIL F. CHRISTON 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 7, 2023 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a hardworking and 
dedicated public service worker, April F. 
Christon. 

April Christon was born April Spencer on 
April 1, 1985, in Marks, MS, to Joyce Tennin 
Spencer and the late James Jones. She grew 
up on a home with her mother and 2 of her 
siblings in Lambert, MS. April attended school 
in the Quitman County School District and 
graduated with honors from Madison S. Palm-
er High School in 2003. While in high school, 
April gave birth to 2 daughters. Despite being 
a young, teenage mother, April had hopes and 
dreams of a better life and was determined to 
continue her education. With the support and 
assistance from her mother, extended family 
members, and friends, April went on to pursue 
postsecondary education at Mississippi State 
University in Starkville, MS. In 2008, April 
graduated from MSU with a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Educational Psychology 
with an emphasis in Art. In 2009, April married 
her husband, Marcus Christon. They share 3 
children together and settled in Batesville, MS. 

April went on to start her career in the pub-
lic service field by counseling individuals with 
severe mental health, behavior, family, and al-
cohol and drug issues. While gaining work ex-
perience and becoming more knowledgeable 
in her field, April decided to go back to school 
and pursue more education. She received her 
Master of Science in Continuing Education in 
Counseling and Psychology from the Univer-
sity of West Alabama in 2012. She also re-
ceived a post graduate certificate in Rehabili-
tation Counseling from the University of North 
Texas in 2018. April currently works for the 
Mississippi Department of Rehabilitation Serv-
ices (MDRS) in the Office of Vocational Reha-
bilitation, heading the Supported Employment 
division. April serves the state of MS by as-
sisting Mississippians with most significant dis-
abilities with services to obtain and maintain 
competitive integrated employment. She is a 
member of the National Rehabilitation Asso-
ciation (NRA) and the Rehabilitation Associa-
tion of MS (RAM). She also assists with the 
Project SEARCH program within MDRS, which 
recently was awarded the 100% Outcome 
Award for her work with Merit Health River 
Region Hospital in Vicksburg, MS, and the Ex-

cellent Outcome Award for her work with MS 
Baptist Medical Center in Jackson, MS. 

Not only does April serve her community 
and state in public service through her profes-
sional work, but she also serves her commu-
nity through volunteering her time in various 
organizations and programs in Panola County. 
April, along with two others, founded a non- 
profit organization, Pure Justice, Inc., that is 
focused on the positive development of youth 
and their artistic talents. This organization was 
developed to provide social and educational 
activities for children and youth in Batesville, 
MS, Panola County, and surrounding areas. 
Within the organization, Pure Justice dance 
team was formed and has been a productive 
part of the community, promoting physical fit-
ness and wellness, and traveling and partici-
pating in dance recitals and competitions. April 
is an active member of Delta Sigma Theta So-
rority, Inc. and diligently serves in her local 
chapter by helping implement programs to 
benefit the local community. She also serves 
on the administrative team of Connor Disaster 
Relief organization, which is a disaster relief 
organization that helps people in Panola 
County and the surrounding counties with dis-
aster relief aid. April loves the act of service— 
for God, her family, her community, and for 
the people that seek assistance. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing April F. Christon for her dedica-
tion to serving this great State and country. 
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OF INDIANA 
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Tuesday, March 7, 2023 

Mrs. HOUCHIN. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
take a moment to recognize the Corydon Cen-
tral Panthers Girls’ basketball team and con-
gratulate them on a great 2022–2023 season. 

Making the Indiana High School Athletic As-
sociation’s State Championship game is no 
easy task. Every member of the Panthers 
team should be proud of the season they put 
together. The team had a tremendous per-
formance throughout their season and into the 
playoffs, especially senior Ava Weber who is 
the program’s all-time leading scorer. Corydon 
Centrals’ program is well positioned to con-
tinue to compete for future championships. I 
congratulate them. They have made their 
hometown proud. 
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RECOGNIZING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE NEW YORK CITY 
POLICE DEPARTMENT (NYPD) 
19TH PRECINCT COMMUNITY 
COUNCIL 
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OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 7, 2023 

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the 50th anniversary of the NYPD 
19th Precinct Community Council. Precinct 
Community Councils have existed in various 
forms in New York since the 1940’s and pro-

vide the community with a direct line of com-
munication to their local NYPD precinct. Coun-
cil members regularly meet with the precinct 
Commanding Officer and Community Affairs 
Officers to discuss public safety issues, pro-
vide feedback and input regarding local polic-
ing services, and organize events like street 
fairs and beautification programs for the neigh-
borhood. 

Since 1973, the NYPD 19th Precinct Com-
munity Council has brought together residents 
who volunteer their time and resources to en-
sure that the Upper East Side is a safe and 
thriving neighborhood. In addition to hosting 
an annual street fair that raises funds to assist 
with the needs of the precinct and sponsoring 
a National Night Out Against Crime event 
every summer, the Council constantly seeks to 
provide new opportunities for the public to 
interface with their local police officers and 
promote crime prevention awareness. The 
Council has also sponsored and recruited vol-
unteers for NYPD initiatives including the 
Court Monitoring and Block Watchers pro-
grams. 

I applaud the NYPD 19th Precinct Commu-
nity Council and its volunteers for their com-
mitment to pubic safety and the quality of life 
of their neighbors. I am proud to honor the 
Council’s contributions to the Upper East Side 
over the past fifty years and recognize it as a 
successful model for police-community part-
nerships across the city. The legacy of the 
Council’s work will be felt for generations and 
I wish for its continued success in the years to 
come. 
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HONORING THE LIFE OF DR. 
ROBERT COPE 

HON. MICHAEL K. SIMPSON 
OF IDAHO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 7, 2023 

Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. Speaker, we shall never 
forget Cope. Idaho recently lost a great man 
with the passing of Dr. Robert Cope. Cope, as 
he was known, was a cattle veterinarian in 
Salmon, Idaho, for 44 years. In addition to his 
work as a vet, Cope was a public servant, 
serving on the Lemhi County Commission and 
many advisory committees and task forces fo-
cusing on natural resource issues throughout 
Idaho and the western United States. 

Cope helped so many in the Salmon area, 
and the community loved him. He was gen-
uine and good natured. What you saw was 
who he was, and you could expect the facts 
without sugar coating. Cope spent his days re-
searching bovine diseases, educating ranch-
ers on how to keep their herds healthy, and of 
course doing the hands-on work. On cold 
nights he could be found in a neighbor’s barn 
helping with a new calf. He was there for ev-
eryone who needed him whether they were a 
rancher with a large operation or a kid in the 
4–H program. 

Cope was an expert on subjects such as 
wolf depredation and grazing, with a noted 
ability to find common ground between dif-
ferent groups. It should be known he had a 
great impact here in Washington on federal 
lands policy. My staff and I had numerous 
meetings with Cope when he travelled to D.C., 
where he made an indelible mark on all of us. 
His rural common sense was a breath of fresh 
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